MARYLAND MEDICAID ADVISORY COMMITTEE   

         
DATE:

September 26, 2013

TIME:

1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

  


LOCATION:
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

 201 W. Preston Street, Lobby Conference Room L-3
Baltimore, Maryland  21201
******************************************************************************

AGENDA
I.      Departmental Report 
II.      Health Reform Update  
III.      FY 2015 Budget Development

IV. MMIS Status Update 
V.      Waiver, State Plan and Regulations Changes 
VI. Public Mental Health System Report

VII. Public Comments

VIII.  Adjournment

Date and Location of Next Meeting:

Thursday, October 24, 2013, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.

Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

201 W. Preston Street, Lobby Conference Room L-3

Baltimore, Maryland

Staff Contact: Ms. Carrol Barnes - (410) 767-5213
Committee members are asked to call staff if unable to attend
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Maryland Medicaid Advisory Committee

July 25, 2013
Call to Order and Approval of Minutes

Mr. Kevin Lindamood, Chair, called to order the meeting of the Maryland Medicaid Advisory Committee (MMAC) at 1:10 p.m.  Committee members approved the minutes from the June 27, 2013 meeting as written.  Ms. Ida March attended the meeting for Ms. Rosemary Malone, Ms. Francesca Weaks attended for Delegate Shirley Nathan-Pulliam and Ms. Erin Dorrien attended for Mr. Ben Steffen.
Departmental Report 

Deputy Secretary Chuck Milligan gave the Committee the following Departmental update:  

1. Coventry/Diamond Health Plan will be withdrawing from the program because they have been acquired by Aetna.  Aetna also manages the Maryland Physician’s Care Plan and Aetna cannot be related to two managed care organizations (MCOs) in our program simultaneously.  The Department is working with them to do a smooth transition of their enrollees.  Coventry members have already been sent a letter and will be sent a follow-up letter soon to make sure they know all of the facts.  There are not quite 15, 000 members currently enrolled in the Coventry plan.  The Department is working to transition these enrollees by the end of September so that on October 1, 2013 that plan will no longer be part of the program and members will have a new MCO.
2. The Department went live with the electronic verification system for home care workers.  This was rolled out with agencies first.  For workers who are at agencies, who are delivering personal care at individual’s homes, we are now using the ISAS system for the person to clock in when they arrive and clock out when they leave using the recipient’s home telephone.
The system is working well.  There are some challenges even with a lot of trainings and work with the provider community prior to implementation.  It is taking some time for providers to get accustomed to it.  The Department is providing ongoing provider training and education to enable providers to continue to bill in paper form during this transition.

3. The Department has received some questions and concerns regarding the federal budget discussions and Republican threats to “starve” the Affordable Care Act (ACA) and prevent funding by blocking continuing resolutions and blocking the federal budget from being passed.  The Department is confident that this will not happen because the Democrats in the Senate will stand up to that and are aware of what Republicans are doing.  Be aware that this is part of the federal politics of the ACA as it becomes very real that the launch is just around the corner.
4. The Department is working through Behavioral Health Integration (BHI) issues and thanks everyone that has been involved in that processes, especially Senator Kelley who made comments at the recent public meeting.  We are working toward a release of the request for proposal (RFP) in early January for the program to become effective in early 2015.
5. The Department is now approximately half way through the development cycle for the new Medicaid Management Information System (MMIS).  At the next meeting the Department will provide a more thorough update.  
6. The Department has a new Chief Information Officer who is the returning Chuck Lehman.  
Transformation in the Payer Mix in Maryland
Deputy Secretary Chuck Milligan gave the Committee an overview of the structural changes in insurance in the state and nationally.  The presentation covers a brief history of insurance, insurance coverage patterns in the past ten years and in the next seven years (see attached presentation).
Overview of Preparations for Affordable Care Act Implementation
The Medicaid Directors gave the Committee an update on the Department’s readiness for the implementation of Health Reform (see attached presentation).  

Ms. Tricia Roddy, Director, Planning Administration, gave the Committee an overview of the HealthChoice 1115 Waiver Renewal, eligibility renewals, the Alternative Benefit Package, presumptive eligibility and delivery of care to pregnant women.
Ms. Susan Tucker, Executive Director, Office of Health Services gave the Committee an overview of the Provider Directory Cleanup Project, the MCO shopping experience and state plan amendment and regulation updates.

Ms. Audrey Parham-Stewart, Director, Financing Administration, provided a summary of cost allocation and federal claiming, enhanced federal matching funds and future opportunities for enhanced matching funds and rate setting.

Ms. Debbie Ruppert, Executive Director, Office of Eligibility Services, reviewed the application process, Call Center contract and functions, training, appeals and grievances and Connector Entities and local health departments (LHD).

Mr. Keith Sewell, Executive Director, Office of Systems, Operations and Pharmacy informed the Committee that his systems team is working on three areas related to the Exchange project:  data conversion into the Maryland Health Connection, State electronic interfaces and testing to meet a go-live date of January 1, 2014.
Public Mental Health System Report
No report given.
Public Comments

Ms. Jennifer Goldberg from Legal Aid encouraged people to go to the website 
MarylandHealthConnection.gov  for more information.
Adjournment

Mr. Lindamood adjourned the meeting at 3:00 p.m. 
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