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DIVISION OF ELIGIBILITY SERVICES 
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MANUAL:  Medical Assistance  EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon Receipt Unless  

RELEASE NO:  MR-113        Otherwise Specified  

ISSUED: November 2003 

APPLICABILITY: X-track documentation, joint custody, lump-sum income, policy changes for 
income and resources, resources of deceased or divorced spouse, trusts, long-term care forms and 
notices, personal needs allowance, spousal impoverishment standards 
 

Item    Remove Pages  Insert Pages 
       
Chapter 5 – Non-Financial Eligibility            
(documentation of labor and delivery: X02) 500-8e -- 500-8f  500-8e -- 500-8f     
 
Chapter 6 – Assistance Unit 
(joint custody)     600-21 – 600-22  600-21 – 600-22 
      600-39 – 600-40  600-39 – 600-40 
      600-49 – 600-52  600-49 – 600-52 
       
Chapter 7 – Income 
(lump-sum income)    700-57, 700-58  700-57, 700-57-1 
          700-58 
 
Policy Alert 07-1 “Consideration of  Appendix I after  Policy Alert 07-1 
Income --Policy and Procedure Changes” 700-98    (after 700-98) 
 
Chapter 8 – Resources 
(trusts)      800-65 – 800-66  800-65 – 800-66 
      800-86a – 800-86b  800-86a – 800-86b 
 
(resources of deceased/divorced spouse) 800-87 – 800-88  800-87 – 800-88 
 
Policy Alert 08-1 “Consideration of      Policy Alert 08-1 
Resources—Policy and Procedure Changes”     (after page 800-128) 
 
Chapter 10 – Eligibility for Institutionalized Persons  
Appendix B – Forms and Notices      Appendix B 

(after page 1000-94) 
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Item    Remove Pages  Insert Pages 
 
COMAR 10.09.24.10 and .10-1 
(personal needs allowance)   91-96, 101-102  91-96, 101-102 
 
Schedule MA-8 
(spousal impoverishment standards)  old Schedule MA-8  new Schedule MA-8 
      (after MA-7)   (after Schedule MA-7) 
 

COMMENTS 
 
• Chapter 5 is revised regarding coverage group X02 (emergency medical services for ineligible 

or illegal aliens) as follows: 
• For labor and delivery services, documentation from the hospital other than the discharge 

summary is acceptable if certain specified information is included.  The physician or other 
hospital representative is not required to sign the documentation. 

• If DHMH approves the emergency medical condition for ongoing medical eligibility, a new 
application and a redetermination are required at least every 12 months. 

• Chapter 6 is revised regarding joint custody, to specify that the income and resources are 
counted of the parent who files an application for the child, not the income and resources of 
both parents. 

• Chapter 7 is revised as follows: 
• Policy Alert 07-1 specifies extensive policy and procedure changes for consideration of 

income, effective January 1, 2004.  It includes an income countability table, with an 
alphabetized list of income types and the methodology for FAC and ABD. 

• A manual CARES workaround is presented for how to prorate lump-sum income over 6 
months, rather than over the remainder of the 6-month period under consideration. 

• Chapter 8 is revised as follows: 
• Policy Alert 08-1 specifies extensive policy and procedure changes for consideration of 

resources, effective January 1, 2004.  It includes a resource countability table, with an 
alphabetized list of resource types and the methodology for FAC and ABD. 

• Policy is revised related to trusts.  A trust may only be countable for MA as a resource of the 
beneficiary if some or all of it was established with the beneficiary’s or spouse’s money. 

• Long-term care policy is clarified that if the applicant’s spouse died or the applicant was 
divorced prior to the month of application, the spouse’s resources do not need to be verified 
or be reviewed for a disposal in the look-back period. 

• Appendix B is added to Chapter 10, with DES and DHMH manual forms and notices for long-
term care eligibility determinations.  These are revised versions of manual forms and notices  
currently in use and not available in CARES.  Local departments may xerox copies of these 
forms and notices from this Manual Release or download an electronic version from the DHMH 
Internet site under “Medical Assistance Eligibility Updates” at:  

www.dhmh.state.md.us/mma/mmahome 
• COMAR 10.09.24.10 and .10-1 is amended, effective July 1, 2003, with the increased personal 

needs allowance for institutionalized persons.  Also, it specifies that guardianship fees may not 
be allowed as an income deduction when calculating the available income for cost of care. 

• The MA-8 Schedule is updated with new Spousal Impoverishment Standards, effective 
January 1, 2004, for the maximum and minimum spousal share of resources and the maximum 
maintenance and shelter allowance for the community spouse. 
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